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Pray:  Thanking God for who He is, the King above all kings, and asking 
Him to teach you to trust His Lordship.

Rest:  Make a list of things dividing your attention, and set these aside.
Read:  Through the section once. As you read through it again, make 

a note of any references that are unfamiliar. Read the stories of 
Ishmael and Isaac (Genesis 16, 17:15-18:21, 21:1-7) and of Re-
bekah, Jacob, and Esau (Genesis 25:19-34, 27). Read through the 
section in Romans again, and make note of how these people’s 
stories affect your reading of Paul’s words.

 

Consider & Respond to these questions:
What does God show Himself to be like in these verses?

How does this section inform the way you see God in the world 
around you?
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Questions from Sunday
Reflecting on this Sunday’s teaching, respond to these questions:

What would you be willing to sacrifice so that someone you love 
might know the love of the Father God?  How about someone with 
whom you are currently in conflict?  How can you put this sacrificial 
mentality into practice this week?

Rather than looking at what God has not done, spend time noting 
today how God has proven graciously faithful to you in your life. 
Start with birth, breath, freedom of choice, unconditional love, Sal-
vation in Jesus, the Word of God, His church, and go from there.

What are the things in your life that exist as barriers to accepting 
the fullness of God’s love for you?  These could be painful memories, 
shame from sin in your own walk, currently broken relationships, 
lack of knowledge in the Bible, or many other things.  Do these nul-
lify the faithfulness of God?  Be as honest as possible as you journal 
your thoughts as to why or why not.
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For Further Study
After the triumph and incredible gifts described in Romans 8, Romans 9 
seems like a bit of a departure from the progression of Paul’s thoughts. 
But after we read the promises of adoption, of the Holy Spirit, future 
glory, and God’s love described, we may still find ourselves doubting the 
certainty of God’s covenant with us, especially after Paul’s argument for 
the insufficiency of the Law for the people of Israel. Here, we are offered 
comfort through the enduring, faithful plan of God - sometimes called 
His “sovereignty”.  It is not about what we do, it is not about being a part 
of one people group or another, or following a set of rules; the Gospel 
is about God and His faithfulness, not the faithfulness of His people. 
The Gospel is about Him who calls, not those who are called. Just as 
Abraham’s covenant with God was in faith (Romans 4), and God fulfilled 
both sides of the covenant (Genesis 15), so Jesus fulfilled our part of the 
covenant with God because we could not. We are, therefore, able to be 
God’s people because of who God is, not because of who we are, and that, 
considering our great lack, is a wondrous thing.

God’s Sovereignty: Genesis 45:5-8; Deuteronomy 4:32-40; 1 Chronicles 
29:11-14; 2 Chronicles 36:22-23; Job 9:2-12, 12:13-16; Psalm 22:27-28, 47, 
83:16-18, 93, 135:5-7; Daniel 2:20-23, 4:34-37; John 18:36, 19:11; Acts 17:24-
31; 1 Corinthians 12:18-20; Ephesians 1:11-12
God’s People: Genesis 17:1-8; Exodus 19:5-6; Deuteronomy 26:16-19; 1 
Samuel 12:22; Psalm 78; Isaiah 4:2-4; Luke 1:16-17; Acts 15:1-35; Titus 2:11-
14; Hebrews 8:7-13; 1 Peter 2:4-10; Revelation 21:10

As you read, some questions to think about and respond to are:
What does it mean that God is sovereign? What does that mean 
practically for salvation? For your life this week?

How does God treat His people? How does He define His people?
Does your life display trust in the promises of God? How or how not?

To Memorize: Romans 9:11


