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Pray:  Thanking Jesus for His sacrifice and love, rejoicing in your re-
stored relationship with Him.

Rest:  Write down reasons for joy in your life today.
Read:  Through the section once. Then read again from the beginning 

of chapter 5 to remember the immediate context. Consider how 
this section fits with the larger themes for God’s faithfulness 
and our faithlessness as you read through the section again.

 

Consider & Respond to these questions:
 What is revealed about Jesus’ character here?

 What can you learn about yourself from this section?

 How does this change they way you live—in your attitudes and  
     how you interact with others?
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Questions from Sunday
Reflecting on this Sunday’s teaching, respond to these questions:

How do you currently view suffering?  Is it something you tend to 
avoid or embrace?  How is God changing your view of suffering?  
Please explain.

How often do you find yourself trying to earn Christ’s love versus 
living a life in which you know you are loved and rejoice?  Please 
explain.  How can we, at Mission Fellowship, assist one another in 
understanding Christ’s love?

The tendency of mankind is to mourn the death of what has been. 
The tendency of God is to rejoice in what is being created and 
restored.  When suffering comes our way, how can we encourage 
one another to keep our eyes on what is being created and restored 
without being cliché in our words?
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For Further Study
We have such great cause to rejoice; Jesus has loved us so much that He 
died for us! Not only that, but He died for us and loved us in our most 
unlovable state. We were enemies of God, living dead in sin and com-
plete rebellion against Him—whether in arrogant self-righteousness or 
flagrant disregard and disobedience—-we were utterly lost. And that was 
the moment Christ died for us. There is no human comparison for that 
kind of love. But rather than condemn ourselves for having been in rebel-
lion and living in sin, we are called to rejoice in God and the reconciled 
relationship we now have. It is because of this restored relationship and 
Jesus’ love that we can experience joy even in suffering and trials.

Reconciliation: Isaiah 61:1-2; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; Ephesians 2:14-18; 
Colossians 1:15-20; Hebrews 2:17-18; 1 Peter 3:18
Joy: Nehemiah 8:8-12; Psalm 16, 30:4-5, 126; Isaiah 12, 61:10; John 15:8-11, 
16:20-24; 1 Peter 1:8-9
Sinners’ Friend: Matthew 21:28-32; Luke 7:36-50, 15:1-7, 19:1-10, 23:39-
43; John 8:1-11; 1 Timothy 1:12-17

As you read, some questions to think about and respond to are:
What is true joy? How, specifically, has restored relationship with 
God given you joy? Do you have any examples?

What does reconciliation look like in your life (with God and with 
others)? How does this relate to joy and to Jesus as a friend of sin-
ners?

To Memorize: Romans 5:8


