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Pray:  Thank God for His Word and ask Him to use it to draw you closer 
to Him.

Rest:  Write a list of anything that is distracting your mind—a relation-
ship, a task, an appointment, a conversation—and set the list 
aside for this time.

Read:  Through the section once. It is a short section, but very full. Read 
through it again out loud, and pause to think about what each 
phrase is saying and how it connects to the section as a whole. 
Consider reading it in multiple translations, if you are able, to 
get a broader impression of these verses in different words.

Note: As we begin Romans, we will be covering a few very small por-
tions. Consider taking this as an opportunity to read through the whole 
letter at least once in its entirety (more, if you have time). As we contin-
ue to study together, having a holistic context for each portion will be 
invaluable to understanding Romans as a whole.

Consider & Respond to these questions:
What do we see about Jesus and the gospel in these verses?

What do we understand about Paul as a disciple and how does that 
relate to us as disciples?

How does this more clearly depict the world around us as we are 
supposed to see it?
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Questions from Sunday
Reflecting on this Sunday’s teaching, respond to these questions:

Imagine you are telling someone the gospel for the first time.  In 
your own words, what is the gospel?  How does that seem to com-
pare to Paul’s summary of the gospel?

What did Paul state was his response to the gospel?  What has your 
response to the gospel been?

What does it mean for the church to unify around the gospel?
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For Further Study
In just the first few verses of Romans, Paul has already established for 
his audience (whether that is specifically the church in Rome or all dis-
ciples of Jesus, including us) what the gospel is and where we fit into it, 
as those who are saved by Jesus and serve Him. Already he acknowledg-
es God’s power, Christ’s authority, and the work of the Spirit. Already he 
references the rich history of the gospel, spoken of since before time. Al-
ready he shows that this gospel is for all who believe. Already he points 
to the importance of faith and obedience. As we carefully read these 
verses, we can already get a glimpse of how Paul will focus the remain-
der of his letter. The gospel is so central to his way of thinking and to 
his heart that he will share with his readers that, in a few sentences, he 
is already talking about what Jesus has done and what that means for 
disciples and for the nations. Let us be both encouraged and challenged 
by Paul as an example, both of uncontainable enthusiasm for the good 
news we have been given and intimate familiarity with it and with our 
Savior.

Apostleship: Acts 1:12-26; 1 Corinthians 4:9-16, 9:1-27; Ephesians 
2:18-22; Revelation 21:14 
Universal Call and Opportunity: Psalm 46:10; Isaiah 45:22-23, 55:1; 
Matthew 22:9; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 11:9-13; Acts 10:34-35; Romans 
10:10-13; 1 Timothy 2:1-7; Revelation 22:17
Serving Christ: John 12:26; Galatians 1:10; Ephesians 6:5-8; Colos-
sians 3:23-24; Revelation 7:15-17

As you read, some questions to think about and respond to are:
How would you introduce yourself in light of Jesus as Paul has done 
at the start of Romans?

For whom is the gospel? What does this imply in serving and obey-
ing Jesus?

To Memorize: Romans 1:5


