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Pray:  Thanking God for His Word and asking Him to direct your mind.
Rest:  Set aside any distractions, make a list for later if that helps.
Read:  Through the passage once. Try to read these sections as though 

they are unfamiliar and see them with new eyes. Make note of 
anything that stands out as encouraging or convicting or inter-
esting and read it again. This is a long portion—consider how 
each section connects to the others and how it fits with the way 
Matthew has told Jesus’ story so far.

 

Consider & Respond to these questions:
How can we know Jesus more through His suffering and 
crucifixion?

What example can we take from Him as His followers?

Does this change the way you see those around you? How?
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Questions from Sunday
Reflecting on this Sunday’s teaching, respond to these questions:

The mockers dared Jesus to show His power on their terms.  Are 
there ways in which you are daring Jesus to show His power on your 
terms?  Please explain.

The leaders were trying to hinder the power of Jesus by working 
hard to control God’s will.  Are there areas in your life in which you 
are fighting against God’s will for death (surrender) and resurrec-
tion (new life)?

After seeing what took place, the Centurion and those who were 
with him gave glory to Jesus.  Think through and list out all the ways 
that you have seen the power of God take place around you.
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For Further Study
In spite of the injustice happening at the hands of the various author-
ities in Jerusalem, the truth of Jesus’ power and position was pro-
claimed.  From the ironic sign posted above His head to the dreams of 
Pilate’s wife and the response of the Roman guards at His crucifixion, 
His innocence and the fact that He is God is inescapable. God used the 
cowardice, selfishness, apathy, and greed of those in “control” to work to 
bring salvation; Jesus lived in our mess and was sacrificed in our mess to 
bring us grace. He suffered not only physical pain unlike anything most 
of us have or could even imagine, but he suffered as the only really in-
nocent person to ever live, on behalf of every sinful person to have lived.  
He also suffered separation from the Father so that we can be brought 
near to Him, causing all separation to be torn like the veil of the temple. 
Knowing how the story ends, we can see how all of these pieces and 
people were a part of the plan, and we can rejoice at the revelation of 
Jesus as the once-for-all sacrifice, the fulfillment of prophesy, and the 
Son of God raised and triumphant over death.

Christ Confessed: Matthew 10:32-33, 16:16-17; John 11:25-27, 20:24-
29; Romans 10:9-11; Philippians 2:9-11; 1 John 2:21-25, 4:13-17 
Conviction of Sin: Psalm 32, 38:1-4, 51:1-10; Proverbs 28:13-14; Isaiah 
57:15; Ezekiel 36:26-32; Joel 2:12-13; John 16:7-11; Acts 16:27-34, 24:24-
25; 2 Corinthians 7:9-10; 1 John 1:9
Veil: Exodus 26:31-35; Leviticus 16; Mark 15:38; Luke 23:45; Hebrews 
6:13-20, 9, 10:19-25

As you read, some questions to think about and respond to are:
What does confessing Christ look like in your daily life? In the lives 
of those around you?

What did conviction of their sin look like for Peter and for Judas? 
What does it look like for you? 

What was the purpose of the veil in the temple and what was the 
significance of it being torn at the moment when Jesus died? What 
implication does this have for the church and you personally?

To Memorize: Matthew 27:35-37


