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Pray:  That as you read, you will have eyes to see truth and see those 
around you as Jesus does.

Rest:  Make a list of things you have learned through chapters 24 and 
25 of Matthew so far, about yourself or about God.

Read:  Through the section once. Read through again considering what 
the last two chapters have been about and consider how this 
story of judgment fits in with those. Read it again and think 
about how it relates to you—ask God to convict or encourage 
you and show you how you can grow closer to Him through this 
section of scripture.

Consider & Respond to these questions:
What is important to Jesus, as revealed in this section?

How should this affect our priorities and lives?

What does this show about how Jesus sees the world and the peo-
ple in it?
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Questions from Sunday
Reflecting on this Sunday’s teaching, respond to these questions:

When people look at your life, what king do they see being served 
and what kingdom do they get a glimpse of ?  Why?

After Sunday’s teaching, how will you take part in the kingdom and 
the work of the King?
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For Further Study
In the end, the only things that last will be people and God. When we 
stand before Jesus, our time, talents, and treasures will be gone—they 
are fading—but what we did with them and those for which they 
made a difference will still be there.  We are made in God’s image, but 
we often forget that; we do not treat others or ourselves as we may 
imagine we would treat God. Yet here we are, made by Him to last with 
Him—our souls are immortal. Jesus, here in chapter 25, identifies those 
who love Him with those who have loved His creation—foremost His 
people. There is no service, no study, no worship as lasting and import-
ant as loving God and caring for the people He has made; there is no 
greater disservice to His grace towards us than to ignore Him and those 
He calls us to love.

Justice and Mercy to the Needy: Job 6:14; Psalm 41:1-3, 82:3-4; Prov-
erbs 14:21, 19:17; Isaiah 1:15-20, 58:6-10; Matthew 19:21; Luke 10:25-
37; Acts 20:32-35; Romans 15:1-3; 2 Corinthians 9:19-23; Colossians 
3:12-17; James 1:22-27
Neglect of Mercy: 2 Samuel 12:1-4; Psalm 10; 109:16-27; Proverbs 
21:13, 28:27; Ezekiel 16:59-60, 34:1-11; James 2:16, 4:17; 1 John 3:16-18

As you read, some questions to think about and respond to are:
If Jesus were to judge your life today, which group would you fall 
into? What, practically, can you do to follow His leading (increas-
ingly or for the first time) in prioritizing and loving people like He 
does?

Who are “the least of these” and to whom are we called to show 
mercy and justice? Think practically about real people in your fami-
ly, work, school, and life.

To Memorize: Matthew 25:40


