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Pray:  Thanking God for His perfect plan and that your hope is in Him.
Rest:  Write down any events in the world or in your life that are dis-

turbing or distressing you. Give those to God, and ask for His per-
spective and peace in them.

Read:  Through the section once. Make a note of anything that confus-
es, convicts, or concerns you and read through it again. If you 
have time, read through to the end of chapter 25, to see how 
this section fits with Jesus’ teaching here to His disciples.

 

Consider & Respond to these questions:
How can you understand Jesus more through this passage?

What is the right response of a disciple?

How does this change, or confirm, the way you see and interact with 
the world around you?
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Questions from Sunday
Reflecting on this Sunday’s teaching, respond to these questions:

As you look toward the end, what are your thoughts and feelings? 
Are you full of anticipation and hope? Dread? Confusion? Distrac-
tion?  Why?

What has your focus in terms of time?  The past, present, near 
future, or eternal future?  How do you practically go about living in 
the moment while also having an eternal perspective?

What thoughts, activities, and relationships in your life directly 
point to the fact that you know that you will see Jesus face to face in 
a very short time?

As you see the signs of end things happening, are you more inter-
ested in the signs themselves or the fact that Jesus is coming?  How 
does a focus on Jesus’ return encourage and comfort you in the 
midst of the mission He has given you?
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For Further Study
Even when talking about the end, and signs of His coming, Jesus’ heart 
for His disciples remains the same—that we abide in Him, we endure, 
we believe, and have hope. And the result of the culmination of events, 
and our endurance through them in Him, will be His glory.  Jesus 
warned that, in the time before the end, there would be many distrac-
tions, rumors, and people wanting to deceive. Our solution is simple 
(though perhaps not easy), to keep our eyes fixed on Him. We cannot 
be deceived by false leaders when we know Jesus, and difficulty and 
tribulation is less frightening when our hope is in Him and His glory. 
And we take courage in all of this as we realize that we are to be His 
witnesses to all the nations.

Tribulation: Deuteronomy 4:29-31; Job 5:6-7; Isaiah 54:11-15; Zepha-
niah 1:17-2:3; Matthew 7:24-27; John 16:33; Romans 5:1-5; 1 Corinthi-
ans 1:3-7
Gospel for all people: Psalm 22:27-28; Isaiah 11:1-10, 42:5-9, 55:1-13; 
Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 13:9-11; Acts 1:6-8; Romans 10:5-21; Revela-
tion 14:6-7
Perseverance: Matthew 10:19-22; Mark 13:13; John 15:9-11; Romans 
2:6-11; Galatians 6:8-10; Hebrews 12:1, 12:7-8; James 1:12, 5:7-11; 1 
Peter 2:19-24

As you read, some questions to think about and respond to are:
What are you (or can you be) doing to bring the gospel to all people, 
as it was meant to be?

What do endurance and perseverance look like in your life? Does 
this depend on you? How can you rely on Jesus to endure?

What does tribulation look like? How can peace, hope, and joy 
happen in that?

To Memorize: Matthew 24:13-14


