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Notes:



Matthew Week 41-2

Matthew 23:23-36

2.1.2015

Pray:  Thank Jesus for His patience and compassion.
Rest:  Reflect on your heart; set aside any attitudes or distractions you 

are bringing.
Read:  Through the section once. Evaluate any connections between 

this section and the rest of Matthew, and consider how this 
adjusts or enhances the way you read this section. Read it again, 
and make a note of anything that convicts, confuses or encour-
ages you.

Consider & Respond to these questions:
How is Jesus’ heart revealed through this passage?

What is the application for us as disciples?

How does this change the way you see the people around you?



Matthew 23:23-36

Matthew Week 41-32.1.2015

Questions from Sunday
Reflecting on this Sunday’s teaching, respond to these questions:

If Jesus were physically present each and every moment of your 
day, what would change in your life? What will help you to be more 
aware that you are “dwelling in His presence” constantly?

To whom outside your immediate family and friends are you cur-
rently bringing the mercy, justice, and faithfulness of Jesus?  Please 
explain.

How do you know the difference between an inward change of 
heart that is taking place in your life and one that is merely outward 
in our behavior?  Is this occurring in your life?  Why or why not?



Matthew Week 41-4

Matthew 23:23-36

2.1.2015

For Further Study
As the rest of Matthew has already shown us, we see that Jesus is much 
more concerned with the heart than with the way people and situations 
appear. This is not good news for those who seek to gain righteousness 
through their own efforts because we cannot change our hearts on 
our own. This is, however, very good news for those who recognize our 
desperate need for Jesus’ righteousness and the changes He can make in 
our hearts. Jesus does not say that the actions of the Pharisees are wrong, 
only that their hearts are wrong and therefore their priorities do not align 
with His. It is worthless, in regards to righteousness, to give a percentage 
of your times and treasures to God while also living without mercy, jus-
tice, or love—He wants our hearts first, and anything else will follow.

Sins of Omission: Deuteronomy 28:45-48; Psalm 36:1-4; Ezekiel 
34:1-10; Matthew 25:41-46; Luke 11:42, 12:43-48; Romans 1:21; James 
4:13-17  
Outward Appearance: 1 Samuel 16:7; Psalm 147:10-11; Matthew 
6:16-18; Mark 11:12-13; John 7:24; 2 Corinthians 5:12; Galatians 6:11-
17; James 2:1-14
Evil Heart: Deuteronomy 15:7-11; Psalm 14:1-3, 78:35-40; Proverbs 
26:23-26; Isaiah 29:13-16, 57:17-21; Jeremiah 17:9-10; Mark 7:18-23; 
Hebrews 3:12-15   
Jesus’ Compassion: Isaiah 42:1-4; Matthew 9:35-38, 14:13-14; Mark 
1:40-12, 8:2-3; Luke 7:12-16; John 8:2-11, 11:33-36; Philippians 2:1-3; 
Hebrews 4:12-16

As you read, some questions to think about and respond to are:
What do your actions say about the priorities of your heart?

Are there areas of your life you “whitewash” rather than seeking 
real change from the inside? Why? Is that motivated by fear, pride, 
doubt, or comfort? Or something else?

To Memorize: Matthew 23:37-38


