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Pray:  Thank God for His Truth—Jesus—who silences unbelief.
Rest:  Make a list of questions and doubts distracting you, and set 

them aside.
Read:  Through the section once. Look at the pattern of each situation, 

of questioning Jesus and being astonished. Read through the 
section again, keeping that in mind. Make a note of any of the 
portions or verses that convict or encourage you to discuss or 
contemplate later.

 

Consider & Respond to these questions:
What does this passage reveal about Jesus’ character?

How are we called to respond as disciples?

What is shown about the way the world works, even within reli-
gion?
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Questions from Sunday
Reflecting on this Sunday’s teaching, respond to these questions:

How much of your theology is based on the Bible?  How much is 
based on non-biblical tradition, media, American culture, human-
ism, materialism, evolution, etc.?  The only way to make sure of 
this is to pass all thoughts and ideas through the filter of scripture.  
What is your plan to learn more of the Word and what it means?

In your understanding of Christianity, what is God’s goal and pur-
pose?  Does your understanding of God’s redemptive purpose grant 
to Him the full power of renewal or simply make Him a cosmic 
handyman fixing what was previously broken?  How will that affect 
the way you interact with Him?

When you think of the resurrection, what do you look forward to?  
Are these things primarily material benefits (rest, fun, toys, etc.) or 
relational benefits?  How does this affect your walk here and now?

What are your main objectives in this life?  How do these desires 
affect the way that you live and the way that you serve Jesus?
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For Further Study
As Jesus was reaching the end of His ministry before His death, there 
are an increasing number of questions recorded—questions the reli-
gious leaders of the time hoped would trip Him up and bring doubt 
or anger from His followers. These were not nice, neat inquiries; they 
were controversial subjects leaders had been unable to agree upon 
for years. But Jesus silences them. Their debates are not His focus, the 
glory of God is. We are also met with questions, debates, and tricks, but 
we are told to let our lives speak, as Jesus did, and declare God’s glory 
over opinion and controversy. As His Spirit gives us grace to season our 
words and produces fruit in our lives, we follow Jesus in His way, and 
glorifying God is our motivating desire.

False Religion/Worship: Psalm 78:36-37; Isaiah 65:1-7; Jeremiah 5:1-
3; Matthew 6:5-6, 15:1-11; Luke 6:46-49; James 2:14-17; 3:14-16; 1 John 
2:9-11
Men Silenced: Psalm 31:14-18, 63:11; Isaiah 52:13-15, 54:13-17; Ezekiel 
16:62-63; Micah 5:15-17; Romans 3:19-20; Titus 2:1-8; 1 Peter 2:15
True Religion/Worship: Deuteronomy 10:12-21; 1 Samuel 15:22; 
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14; Hosea 6:6; Micah 6:8; Romans 13:8-10; James 
1:26-27, 3:17-18

As you read, some questions to think about and respond to are:
What does it look like for you to submit to authority, God’s first and, 
because of Him, the earthly authorities he has put in your life?

Does your life silence others and force them to see God’s character, 
or does it distract and divide? How?

Considering that you are always worshipping, whether God or 
something else, what does true worship look like in your life?

Do you have questions you would have asked of Jesus? What? Do 
these point toward debate, doubt, God’s glory, or something else 
entirely? In what way?

To Memorize: Matthew 22:37-40


