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Pray:  Thank Jesus for His passion for removing anything that is not of 
God, and ask Him for boldness to confront and drive out the hy-
pocrisy in your own heart.

Rest:  Write a list of anything that is distracting you, and set it aside for 
this time.

Read:  Through the section once. Examine any themes that relate 
between each of the incidences recorded here, and consider 
how these may connect to the other parts of Matthew we have 
studied.

 

Consider & Respond to these questions:
How is Jesus portrayed through this section?

How are we called to live as disciples according to this?

What can we learn about how we are to see others, both within and 
outside of the church?
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Questions from Sunday
Reflecting on this Sunday’s teaching, respond to these questions:

When you first accepted Jesus, in what position or role did you 
welcome Him into your life?  Is this still the case or has it changed?  
Why?

Is our worship primarily for His glory or for our gain?  How do these 
two different motivations compare in terms of the fruit they will 
bring in your life?

How does your faith in Jesus, His teachings, and His promises em-
power you to be fruitful?  Give practical examples from your life.

In the last section from Sunday’s teaching, we discussed living in 
our past promises to God instead of today’s active relationship.  Is 
your walk with Christ current or past?  Why?
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For Further Study
Jesus is passionate about the truth, He calls Himself “the Truth,” and He 
does not tolerate those who would put forth lies—whether exhibited 
through hypocrisy, financial dishonesty, disobedience, refusing to pro-
duce fruit, or fearing what others think. He receives all who are willing 
to honestly repent and obey, regardless of past disobedience, and He 
gave His life for us to come to Him. We serve a God who can see past 
our pretense and into our hearts, who can discern our intentions and 
motivations, which can be a great comfort or a grave concern—there is 
no fooling Him.

Unfruitfulness: Isaiah 5:1-7; Matthew 3:7-10, 13:22; Luke 13:1-9; John 
15:1-6; Galatians 6:19-26; Hebrews 6:7-12 
Repentance: 2 Kings 22:18-20; Ezra 10:1-5; Job 42:2-6; Psalm 34:18, 
38:17-18, 51:17; Isaiah 57:14-21; Jeremiah 3:19-23; Hosea 6:1-3; Joel 
2:12-13; Jonah 3:6-10; Luke 15:18-24, 18:9-14; 2 Corinthians 7:9-10
Fear of Men: 2 Samuel 15:22-26; Proverbs 25:26, 29:25-26; Isaiah 
47:11; Jeremiah 1:6-8; Ezekiel 2:1-7; Luke 12:4-7; John 12:37-43
Dishonesty: Exodus 20:16; Deuteronomy 25:13-16; Proverbs 11:1, 
19:5, 20:10, 21:6; Jeremiah 17:9-11; 1 John 2:21-23; Revelation 21:8

As you read, some questions to think about and respond to are:
Is there evidence of God at work in your life (fruitfulness)?

Is your heart one of honesty before God? Do you act or think as 
though He does not see the contents of you heart? Why do you 
think that is?

What does genuine repentance and obedience look like for you?
Does the way you live suggest you fear others or God more? How?

To Memorize: Matthew 21:21


