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Pray:  Thank God that, with Him, all things are possible. Ask Him to 
teach your heart to love what He loves and hate what He hates.

Rest:  Consider what you value and how that aligns with what you 
know of God’s values.

Read:  Through the section once. Examine the common themes be-
tween each of the episodes. Reread the section and pause over 
any portions that you find interesting—convicting, encourag-
ing or confusing—read those portions again and pray that God 
would use His word to change you from the inside out.

 

Consider & Respond to these questions:
What is revealed about God through this section?

How are we, as disciples and imitators of His son, called to respond?

What does this show about the world and the world’s system?
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Questions from Sunday
Reflecting on this Sunday’s teaching, respond to these questions:

Do the Rich Young Ruler’s questions of Jesus sound familiar?  What 
questions do you ask of God and why?  Do your questions give the 
impression that Jesus is God of your life or that you are?  Please 
explain.

Looking at what consumes your heart, thoughts, energy, schedule/
time, talents and treasure, who or what are your god(s)?

Since other gods hinder our following of Jesus as our Lord, what 
actions must we take to remove those idols in our lives?

If your eternal perspective is proven in how you live each day, what 
might an observer of your life say that you believe in eternally?
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For Further Study
Any prosperity or gain we may collect on earth will not ultimately 
last or have worth.  Only God’s Kingdom is worth investing in, and His 
Kingdom is made of people, who are eternal and to whom He has given 
worth. We are to draw closer to Jesus and push one another closer to 
Him and towards perfection—or completion—in Him. This calls for 
a willingness to set aside anything that hinders us, whether that is a 
sense of worth greater than others or possessions we prize. We follow a 
King who came to serve, not be served, and in the interaction between 
this world and His “backward” Kingdom, the first are last. This is our 
reality as disciples.

Perfection: Psalm 18:30-33, 101:1-4; Matthew 5:43-48; Colossians 
3:12-14; 1 Timothy 3:16-17; Hebrews 5:8-9, 13:20-21; James 1:2-4, 3:1-2; 
1 John 2:4-6, 4:7-12 
Sacrifice: Genesis 22; Deuteronomy 12:29-31; 1 Samuel 15:22; Psalm 
40:6-8, 51:15-17107:19-22; Jeremiah 33:10-11; Hebrews 10:5-7; 1 Peter 
2:4-5
Prosperity: Deuteronomy 6:10-12; Joshua 1:7-9; Psalms 1, 112; Prov-
erbs 14:14, 30:7-9; Jeremiah 17:11; Luke 12:12-21; Revelation 3:15-20

As you read, some questions to think about and respond to are:
What does it mean to seek perfection, or completion, in Jesus?

What does God value? What do you value? How can you align your 
heart with His?

How do you compare yourselves with others? Do you consider your-
self more worthy? Less? What are practical steps you can take to see 
yourself and others as Jesus does?

To Memorize: Matthew 19:25-26 & 20:16


