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Pray:  Thank God for His perfect love and ask Him to guide your time in 
His word.

Rest:  Write down anything that may be distracting you today and set 
it aside.

Read:  Through the section twice. Briefly reread the sections before it 
and consider how it fits into this section of Matthew as you read 
it again. If there is anything that convicts or encourages you, 
read just that verse again a few times.

 

Consider & Respond to these questions:
What does this section reveal about Jesus’ values?

What is the right response of a disciple?

How does this change the way you see the world around you?
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Questions from Sunday
Reflecting on this Sunday’s teaching, respond to these questions:

What kind of a relationship do you desire to have with Jesus?  How 
is that similar or different from the relationship the Bible tells you 
that Jesus desires to have with you?  List examples from scripture if 
possible.

If you are married, do you view your marriage as being related to 
your relationship with Jesus?  If you are not married, do you view 
the institution of marriage as being related to your relationship 
with Jesus?  Please explain.

Jesus was willing to perform the most selfless act possible to gain 
unity with his bride…sacrificial death.  For those that are married, in 
what ways will you proactively “die to self” within your marriage this 
week?  For those unmarried, in what ways will you practice “dying to 
self” this week?
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For Further Study
All relationships—and, really, all other aspects of life—and who we are 
as men and women, are meant to reveal who God is, both to us and to 
those around us. Marriage and family are at the center of the relational 
picture of God to the world.  Often, He compares His relationship to His 
people, the Israelites and the Church, to that of marriage. That is part of 
why marriage is such a serious and weighty commitment. It is also why, 
like in our relationship with God, though it is a lot of work, it can also be 
more enjoyable and rewarding than any other relationship.

Marriage: Genesis 2:24; Proverbs 18:22; Isaiah 54:5-8, 62:5; Hosea 
2:14-20; Malachi 2:14-16; 1 Corinthians 7:1-17; Ephesians 5:22-33; 
Colossians 3:18-19; Hebrews 13:4; 1 Peter 3:1-7; Revelation 19:6-9
Men: Genesis 1:26-28, 3:17-19; 1 Kings 2:1-3; Psalm 1:6, 119:9; Ecclesi-
astes 12:13-14; 1 Timothy 3:1-13, 6:11-12; Titus 2:2,6-8
Women: Genesis 2:18, 3:16; Proverbs 12:4, 14:1, 21:19, 31:10-31; 1 Tim-
othy 2:9-10; Titus 2:3-5

As you read, some questions to think about and respond to are:
How do your experiences with marriage (observed or lived) affect 
how you view God? Do they make it easier or more difficult for you 
to understand the truth of who He is and who you are in Him?

What does it mean to be a man? What does it mean to be a woman? 
How should this change the way you live? Use scripture to help you 
define your answers.

To Memorize: Matthew 19:6


