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Pray:  Thanking Jesus for His grace and asking Him to help you to be a 
minister of reconciliation.

Rest:  Consider whether there is anyone in your life you need to forgive. 
Pray that God would help you to forgive them.

Read:  Through the section. Then read through from the beginning of 
Matthew 18 again. Keep any themes you notice in mind as you 
read through the section again.

 

Consider & Respond to these questions:
What does this say about Jesus?

What does it say about how Jesus views His followers?

Do you see Jesus’ followers as He does? 

Do you seek reconciliation with those around you?



Matthew 18:21-35

Matthew Week 33-311.30.2014

Questions from Sunday
Reflecting on this Sunday’s teaching, respond to these questions:

If we take an honest look at our hearts, our lack of forgiveness 
shows that many of us believe we are owed something.  What, if 
anything, do you feel the world owes you and why?

What is your description of forgiveness?  How does it compare to 
the definition we heard on Sunday?

Does your life show a connection between the forgiveness Jesus has 
given you and the forgiveness you give others?  Please explain.  If 
not, what can you do practically to change this?
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For Further Study
Forgiveness is central to our walk as disciples—without Jesus’ sacrifice 
and God’s forgiveness, it would be impossible for us to even be disciples 
at all! Since we have been forgiven so completely, it should make for-
giving others our natural instinct, but, like the man in the parable, we 
often forget our own forgiven debts when looking at the shortcomings 
of others. Only by having eyes fixed on Jesus and hearts to see others 
(and ourselves) as He does can we begin to understand what it means 
to forgive “from the heart.”

Mercy: Psalm 86:5; Proverbs 3:3, 11:17, Lamentations 2:22-24; Joel 
2:12-13; Micah 6:8, 7:18-19; Matthew 5:7; John 8:3-11; James 2:12-13 
Forgiveness: Psalm 32, 130; Ezekiel 18:21-23; Mark 11:25; Ephesians 
1:7, 4:32; Colossians 3:12-15; 1 John 1:9
Pardon: Psalm 25; Isaiah 55:6-7; Micah 7:18-19; Matthew 6:12; Luke 
7:36-50; Romans 8:1-4, 13:8

As you read, some questions to think about and respond to are:
Are there specific people in your life who you need to forgive? What 
does that look like for you?

Do you remember a time you have been forgiven or have forgiven 
someone else? How does that change the relationship?

What does it look like to have Jesus’ heart towards others?

To Memorize: Matthew 18:21-22


