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Notes:
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Pray:  Thanking Jesus that our hope is in Him, that He is victorious, and 
that we have been given the Holy Spirit to proclaim the truth of 
who He is in us.

Rest:  Think about the words you say throughout your day. Dedicate 
them to God.

Read:  Through the section once. Read through each segment separately 
and consider what the theme of each may be. Bear in mind any 
connections you see between these themes as you read through 
a third time, slowly.

 

Consider & Respond to these questions:
How can we know Jesus better through these verses?

What can we understand about each other and ourselves as disciples? 

How can you respond, practically, this week? How will this change 
the way you view the world around you?
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Matthew Week 23-3 (W-September)8.24.2014

Questions from Sunday
Reflecting on this Sunday’s teaching, respond to these questions:

The Bible states that our words proceed forth from our heart and 
that our heart is either united with the world or with Jesus.  What 
influences are you allowing to affect your heart through your eyes 
and ears?  Are these of Jesus or of the world?  What needs to change 
in this area for you to be more at one with Jesus?

Are your words life-giving or destructive?  What does this say about 
the content of your hearts?  What practical steps will you take this 
week to fill your heart with the Spirit of God so that you image Jesus 
more and more?

Often in our relationships, the level of carelessness in what we say 
depends on how close the person is to us.  Examine your closest rela-
tionships and describe whether your words are thoughtful or careless 
and why?  How do you change carelessness into thoughtfulness?
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For Further Study
Jesus’ main concern is with our hearts.  Rather than asking us to fix our 
lives to mask our imperfections, He offers to heal our hearts, knowing 
that will change our lives. This is the difference between mercy and 
sacrifice. Not only our lives, but our mouths will be changed because of 
our changed hearts.  We are incapable of changing our own hearts, but 
we have been given victory in that through Jesus, who has given us the 
Holy Spirit, who sanctifies us and testifies to Jesus in us.

Mercy: Psalm 86:5,103:15-19; Proverbs 3:3; Lamentations 3:21-27; 
Micah 7:18-19; Ephesians 2:4-7; Titus 3:4-8; James 2:12-13
Justice: Deuteronomy 32:4; Psalm 37:27-29, 82:3-4; Isaiah 56:1-2; 
Romans 8:31-39; 1 Corinthians 15:50-58; Revelation 3:21
Holy Spirit: John 16:5-15; Romans 8:15-17; 1 Corinthians 2:9-13; Gala-
tians 4:6-7; Ephesians 4:30; Hebrews 10:15-16; 1 John 4:13
Speech: Psalm 19:14, 141:3; Proverbs 10:32, 16:24, 21:23; Ecclesiastes 
3:7; Isaiah 50:4; Ephesians 4:29; Colossians 4:6; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 
Titus 2:7-8; James 3:1-12; 1 Peter 2:8-12

As you read, some questions to think about and respond to are:
What good things do you maintain with the wrong motivation (like 
the Pharisees with the Sabbath)? How can you allow the Spirit to 
change that in you?

Do you experience Jesus’ victory and justice in your life? How does 
that bring you hope?

What is the role of the Holy Spirit in your life and in the lives of 
those around you? How do you see Him at work?

To Memorize: Matthew 12:34-35


