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Pray:  Thanking Jesus for His life, light, and love, and asking Him for 
courage as you walk in those.

Rest:  Write down and set aside anything pulling at your mind or dis-
tracting your heart.

Read:  Through the section once. Read through it again, in context, 
reading a paragraph or two before and after this section. As you 
do, evaluate how this portion fits with the rest of what Paul is 
saying here. Read through just this portion a third time, making 
note of anything you notice or are convicted by.

 

Consider & Respond to these questions:
What does this section teach us about God’s character?

How does it help you to understand yourself better, both as you are 
and as God desires you to be?
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Questions from Sunday
In reading through Romans 13:11-14, consider these questions:

What does Paul mean here about “...salvation is nearer to us now 
than when we first believed?”  Compare this to 1 Corinthians 15:1-2 
and give your thoughts.

What is Paul referring to when he uses the phrases “day” and “night” 
and “darkness” and “light”?  How can you apply these phrases to 
your own life?

Paul says to cast off the “works of darkness” and put on the “armor 
of light”.  If examples of the “works” of darkness are defined in verse 
13, what could the “works” of light be?
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For Further Study
Just as light excludes darkness, just as being awake excludes being asleep, 
oneness with Jesus excludes oneness with sin. And so, when we wake up, 
walk in the day, and deny the flesh as we draw near to Jesus instead, we 
live as people who know the time, who understand the perspective of 
eternity. But this action, essentially loving Jesus ever more and feeding sin 
ever less, is not one of mustering up our own righteousness, awakeness, 
light, and love. When we “put on” the armor of light, and when we put on 
Jesus, we are not doing something worthy, we are being unified with the 
One who is already worthy and Who is worthy on our behalf. The word 
used for light here is not a word that means lighting a candle or lamp, it 
is not light that comes from human action, it is light like the sun, moon, 
or stars—light that we cannot kindle or extinguish. It is light whether I 
choose to walk in it or not, and Jesus is righteous whether I choose to walk 
with Him or not, to be unified with Him, and to receive both Him and 
His benefits as the gifts of grace they are. But like Jesus spoke to those He 
raised from the dead, He speaks sweetly to our hearts, “Wake up!” Let us 
respond with gladness, walk in His light with joy, and leave no room in 
our hearts for our old desires of deadness.

Awake: Psalms 3:5; Isaiah 26:19, 32:9, 50:4-5, 52:1-2; Matthew 25:1-13; 
Mark 14:37-38; Luke 12:35-40; 1 Corinthians 15:34; Ephesians 5:13-14; 1 
Thessalonians 5:6
Works of Darkness: Job 24:13-17; Proverbs 7:6-10; Luke 22:53; John 3:19-
21; 1 Corinthians 4:5; Ephesians 5:11-12; 1 Thessalonians 5:7
Spiritual Armor/Believers in Light: Judges 5:31; Isaiah 60:1-3, 62:1; 
Matthew 5:14-16; Luke 11:33-36; Acts 13:47-48; 2 Corinthians 10:3-6; 
Ephesians 5:7-17, 6:10-13; Philippians 2:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 5:5-11; 
Revelation 21:22-27

As you read, some questions to think about and respond to are:
What does it look like, in your daily life, for you to be awake? Is this 
how you live?
Does the contrast between light and darkness here hold true in 
your experience? How?

To Memorize: Romans 13:14


