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Pray:  Thanking God for His rule and authority, and asking for the 
strength to submit to it.

Rest:  Make a list of all the ways that come to mind of how you are af-
fected by the welfare of the country of your citizenship.

Read:  Through the section once. Take a moment and remember the 
context of the rest of the letter to the Romans. As you read 
through a second time, write down or underline any words or 
phrases that confuse, convict or encourage you.

 

Consider & Respond to these questions:
What is the character of God, as seen here?

How does He desire His followers to live, in response?
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Questions from Sunday
Reflecting on this Sunday’s teaching, respond to these questions:

Often in the church, we find that we land somewhere between 
separating our politics away from our faith, letting our politics 
mold our faith, or letting our faith mold our politics. After Sunday’s 
sermon, where on that spectrum would you say you land? Why?

In what ways can we let the gospel, not just a Christian worldview, 
determine our beliefs politically? Are there political beliefs you 
hold that have been challenged before as being out of line with the 
Bible? How do you reconcile those?

Think through the various kinds of authority: God, Government, 
Church Leadership, Peer Discipleship, Parental, Spousal, etc. How 
do you view authority in general? How do you submit to these spe-
cific areas of authority listed?
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For Further Study
Paul’s ethics, as we might call this portion of Romans, continue to move 
outward, transitioning from personal to public, from the individual, to 
the Body, to the community, to those with whom we are in conflict, and 
now to an abstract—the authority of government. Yet we can clearly see 
that the same principle holds, governs, and motivates in each—love. We 
grow in honor and love toward God, and so we grow in honor and love to-
ward others, moved by God’s love for us. And, having given up our bodies 
as a living sacrifice in worship to God, having laid aside pride to serve His 
people, and having even learned to love and serve those who have made 
themselves our enemies, it really seems only natural to submit to author-
ity, since that is what we have been doing all along. We may even be so 
bold as to say that love and submission are central to what it means to 
follow Christ, who, out of love, submitted Himself to the Father, sacrificed 
His life to those around Him and on our behalf, and was killed by the 
governing authorities, being punished for doing good, as Paul describes 
here. Indeed, He is our example, and if He could trust the sovereignty of 
the Father in all things, and if He could submit in love, how could we do 
otherwise? And when we find this difficult beyond our strength, He offers 
solace and sufficiency in His suffering and strength. How good it is to 
draw near Him in this way!

Submission to Authority: Exodus 22:28; 1 Samuel 224:1-8; Proverbs 
24:21-22; Ecclesiastes 10:16-20; Acts 23:1-5; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; Hebrews 
13:1-19; Jude 1:3-16
Citizen’s Duties: Deuteronomy 17:8-13; 2 Samuel 18:11-12; 2 Chronicles 
8:15-16; Ezra 7:26; Ecclesiastes 8:2; Jeremiah 29:4-14; Matthew 17:24-27, 
22:15-22; Titus 3:1-11; 1 Peter 2:11-3:18

As you read, some questions to think about and respond to are:
What does it mean to submit to authority?

What is your responsibility, as someone who belongs to the King-
dom of God, but dwells in an earthly country? How does this play 
out practically for you right now?

To Memorize: Romans 12:21


