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Pray:  Thanking God for His grace, and asking Him to show you how to 
think.

Rest:  Make a list of the things you have affection for and the things 
that fill your thoughts.

Read:  Through the section once. Read again from the beginning of the 
chapter and into the rest of chapter 12. As you do so, contem-
plate the placement of this sentence and the way it connects 
those before and after it.

 

Consider & Respond to these questions:
How can this inform your understanding of and love for Jesus?

What does this show you about yourself and your brothers and 
sisters?
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Questions from Sunday
Reflecting on this Sunday’s teaching, respond to these questions:

We have been discussing how we must change our mind about 
relationships. As a start to this, ponder the question of what makes 
our relationships different in the church than those in the non-be-
lieving world. Are they different? How should they be? Journal your 
thoughts below.

Very often in the church, rather than truly transforming our think-
ing, we simply think of a new way to do the same old things, just 
with a “Christian” label. In what ways do you see the priorities of the 
church mirroring the priorities of the world? What do you believe 
Jesus would say about these?

On Sunday, we looked at examples of “complementary” roles within 
the church. Read over the sections in 1 Corinthians 12:13-19; Ephe-
sians 5:15-33; Colossians 3:18-4:1; Titus 2:1-6; Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter 
5:1-4 again. What does it look like for God’s church to be a unified 
body of equals with different roles? How can Mission work toward 
this ideal goal? What might your role be in that ideal?
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For Further Study
When we understand ourselves and others rightly, we do so by who He 
is and what He has done, not by what we have done. We do not think of 
ourselves as worthless because, in Jesus, we are given worth. Nor do we 
think of ourselves as worthy because any “good” done by us is not good 
at all without Jesus—the only worth we have comes from Him. In fact, 
we would always do better to stop thinking about ourselves at all, and 
instead think of Jesus! This is sandwiched between Paul’s description of 
our sacrifice and transformation and his description of the variety and 
unity God has intended for His church. Here we pause and consider, with 
seriousness, who we are in relationship to Him and other disciples. The 
word used for what is normally translated “think” or “judgment” is one 
that means setting our affections and thoughts. We allow Jesus’ charac-
ter and actions to define us, and set our minds and hearts according to 
that—we set our minds on Him. In this, we begin to better understand 
our own weaknesses and strengths and to see those same things in those 
around us. Then we rest in Him, immovable and sustained by His value—
this enables us to sacrifice with joy for Him and His people as He actively 
loves us and teaches us to actively love.

Humility: Micah 6:8; Proverbs 11:2; Matthew 10:24, 20:25-28, 23:1-12; 
Luke 6:39-42, 9:46-48, 14:7-11, 17:7-10; John 13:1-17; Romans 12:10, 12:16; 1 
Corinthians 1:27-31, 3:18-20; Galatians 5:25-26; Ephesians 4:1-3; Philip-
pians 2:3-11; Colossians 3:12-17; 1 Timothy 6:17-19; James 1:9-11, 4:10; 1 
Peter 5:5-7
Right Thinking/Judgment: Matthew 16:23; Romans 8:5, 12:16; 1 Corin-
thians 4:6, 13:11; Philippians 1:7, 2:2, 2:5, 3:15-16, 3:19; Colossians 3:2

As you read, some questions to think about and respond to are:
What is true humility? How is this similar to or different from the 
way you have defined it or heard it defined before? How does Jesus 
serve as our best example of humility?
What do you set your mind and affections on? How does this shape 
the way you view yourself and others? How would your treatment 
of yourself and others change if you saw through God’s eyes with 
the values of Jesus?

To Memorize: Romans 12:3


