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Pray:  Thanking God for His plan of redemption and for His faithful-
ness.

Rest:  Consider ways you have experienced God’s mercy.
Read:  Through the section once. As you read through it again, write 

down any questions or concerns the text brings to mind, do not 
be afraid to do so—God’s word can handle any question you 
ask of it. As you read through a third time, pray through each of 
your concerns, that God would give you understanding as you 
listen and study.

 

Consider & Respond to these questions:
How do you see Jesus in this section?

What does this section imply for you and for those around you?
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Questions from Sunday
Reflecting on this Sunday’s teaching, respond to these questions:

What do you think it means to have a softened heart versus a 
hardened heart to the truth of God?  Based on your definition, how 
would you classify your own heart and why?

The Pharisees in Mark 7:11-21 required a sign in their own lives be-
cause Jesus alone was not enough to confirm the love and mercy of 
God the Father.  In what ways do you find yourself requiring addi-
tional signs in your life beyond the atoning work of Jesus Christ?

As we discussed on Sunday, eternity is a continuation of our current 
relationship with God.  If this is truth, what does eternity look like 
for you?
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For Further Study
The story of redemption is not God taking perfectly good people and 
either giving them grace or wrath because there are no perfectly good 
people. No, this story is a much better one. God looked at perfectly 
wretched people, people who not only didn’t glorify God as He deserves, 
but whose lives mocked and despised His glory at every turn, and loved 
them. He loved us. And so He took the punishment that all that rejection 
of Him deserves on Himself, and now perfectly wretched people have 
the chance of relationship—this is such grace! God took people who are 
nobody, as Hosea is quoted here (worse than nobodies, depraved sinners, 
like Hosea’s wife), and He made them—us!—somebodies. He made us 
children and gave us His Spirit, and made us such sweet and amazing 
promises, as we have read in chapter 8. So, as Paul says here, how can we 
say to such goodness that He is not good? Who are we to talk back to the 
one who has welcomed us into what we did not and could never deserve? 
Should we not instead say thank you? Even if God allows some to choose 
His wrath, even if He does not force them to Himself, even when He is 
glorified in their rejection as He is in our acceptance, we would be fools 
to look in the Face of the mercy we have been given and call Him any less 
than perfect love, grace, and justice. We can only respond in awe and 
gratitude, or we do not understand the One who saved us.

Unmerited Favors: Deuteronomy 9:4-7; Psalm 103:6-14; Ezekiel 20:44, 
36:22-32; Daniel 9:18-19; Romans 4:16, 11:6; Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:4-7
Pottery (used symbolically): Leviticus 11:32-38; Job 4:17-21, 10:9-13, 33:5-
7; Psalm 33:10-17, 139; Isaiah 29:15-16, 45:5-10, 64:8; Jeremiah 18:1-12; 
Lamentations 4:1-3; 2 Corinthians 4:7-12; 2 Timothy 2:20-26

As you read, some questions to think about and respond to are:
What does it mean to be molded by God? Do you trust His hands, as 
the metaphorical clay?

What does God’s grace look like? How have you experienced His 
mercy in your life?

To Memorize: Romans 9:16, 20


